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AUSTIN, Texas—Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez is defending herself from criticism about a

tweet about a local civil-rights group’s planned protest against the Confederate flag. In a Facebook
post, Hernandez touted the services of the Austin Police Department's Special Response Team and

her county’s Special Weapons and Tactics Division. “We have planned for a peaceful protest, and I am
confident we will exercise our First Amendment rights without interference from anyone,” the sheriff

wrote. “We’ve been planning since this group came together and will have law enforcement personnel
on site to ensure that all who want to express their First Amendment rights can do so peacefully.” The
sheriff's post sparked a wave of criticism on social media, including from some Texas county sheriffs.
Hernandez responded to the criticism, saying her post is “heartfelt” and that she “could have used

stronger words” in it. The sheriff declined to be interviewed for this story, saying she wanted to focus
on her job as sheriff and the “debate” over the Confederate flag. “My comments were not meant to

be disrespectful to anyone in the group,” she wrote. “However, I was not pleased with the language I
used to express my sincere feelings.” The Houston-based group is planning to protest outside the
Texas Capitol on Aug. 18 and at a newly-opened monument of the Confederate States of America,

according to its Facebook page. Travis County and Austin are adjacent to each other in Texas, making
the city one of the state’s largest urban centers, with many social, economic and racial disparities.

The Civil War in Texas was a largely anti-Union regional war, known as the “Radical War” for its
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